BRIEF  ESSAYS

a case is a natural one and a worthy one; it pro-
ceeds from a true religious attitude of the soul.

The balance, the adjustment, the equipoise which
we see in the physical world, and which we see in the
world of man, too, was not brought about by any
guidance or principle of action that bears the slight-
est resemblance to human methods and aims, but is
the result of eons upon eons of conflict, of clashing,
of waste and destruction, the fittest or the lucki-
est surviving. What principle of benevolence, or of
justice, or of wise foresight has regulated the distri-
bution of the various human races upon the globe,
or determined the relative ascendency of the vari-
ous nationalities ? Just the principle that deter-
mines which of a hungry pack of dogs shall get and
keep the bone you toss them. Think of the wrongs,
the cruelties, the waste, the slaughters of history.
Think of that mad carnival of lust and power which
the history of the Roman Empire alone shows.
The past of the race is knee-deep with blood, largely
innocent blood, and the past of nature is black with
convulsion and struggle. Admitted that good has
come out of it all, yet how unlike has been the
method to anything we know as goodness or benevo-
lence! Good has come out of it because our consti-
tutions are adapted to it. To us it is good; to dif-
ferently constituted beings it might be bad. The
principle or power which underlies all things is like
the principle of gravitation, which is exerted equally
249 yourself; do unto others as
